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California State Legislators Rabbi Louis J. Feldman, Ph.D.
State Capitol 6045 Allott Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95814 Van Nuys, CA 91401

January 2, 2007 12 Tevet 5767

Dear California State Legislators:

I understand that an Assembly Concurrent Resolution, ACR 1, introduced by Assemblyman Lloyd
Levine, titled "California Holocaust Memorial Week" will be considered at the 2007-2008 legislative session.

This is indeed a good and noble endeavor. The last thing our society needs is historical amnesia about
the Holocaust. However, we must also never forget about the forces that made the Holocaust possible. In the
minds of many "scientists," Darwinism discredited the Judeo-Christian concept of the sanctity of human life.
Therefore, such practices as infanticide and euthanasia are morally justifiable. For example, the German
scientist, Robby Kossmann made the following heinous statement in 1880: "The state only has an interest IN
PRESERVING THE MORE EXCELLENT LIFE AT THE EXPENSE OF THE LESS EXCELLENT." Under
the rule of the Nazis, plans were implemented to rid society of "less excellent life"--the developmentally
disabled, the mentally ill, the physically handicapped, etc. This led to the annihilation of "less excellent” races
and the devotees of "less excellent" philosophies. To put it bluntly, the road to Auschwitz was paved by a
massive euthanasia program.

Assemblyman Lloyd Levine is well known for his advocacy of physician-assisted suicide. Those who
most fear physician-assisted suicide belong to what Kossmann would call "less excellent life," i.e. the severely
disabled. Disabled advocacy groups know that their constituents would quickly become victims of physician-
assisted suicide.

Therefore, we have an ironic inconsistency of an assemblyman introducing "California Holocaust
Memorial Week" who is an advocate of a practice that made the Holocaust possible. I ask you to pretend for a
moment. What if we were to have a "Cardiac Health Awareness Week" sponsored by the purveyors of
cigarettes, fast food and convenience food? Instead of inviting public esteem and support, this inconsistency
would invite cynical giggling and ridicule. We have the same type of inconsistency with an advocate of
physician-assisted suicide introducing a resolution for "California Holocaust Memorial Week."

In presenting a resolution for remembering the Holocaust, the California Legislature needs to approach
this from a position of strength. A repudiation of physician-assisted suicide would give you the needed strength
and consistency.

Respectfully, ’

Rabbi Louis J. Feldman, Ph.D.



